Faculty in Focus:
Adam Gaiser A dam Gaiser joined the department in the fall of 2006 as a specialist on Islam. He has taught classes in the area at every level of the curriculum. In addition to teaching "Islamic Tradition," which had been taught in the department by Professor John Kelsay for almost twenty years, he has developed courses in "Islam in the Modern World," "Islam in North America," "Muhammad and the Qur'an," "Shiite Islam," and "Islamic Mysticism."
A native of Fairfax, Virginia, Gaiser was a Comparative Religion major at the College of William and Mary. He also continued his study of Russian, which he began in high school, with a semester abroad in St. Petersburg. During that semester, on a trip to Samarkand and Bukhara (Uzbekestan), he decided to focus on the study of Islam. Returning to William and Mary, he began the study of Arabic and the Middle East. Between college and graduate school, Gaiser improved his command of Arabic and knowledge of the Middle East while volunteering at a school in Jerusalem. In his PhD program at the University of Virginia, where he focused on Islamic Studies within the area of History of Religions, Gaiser worked closely with Prof. Aziz Sachedina, one of the world's foremost experts on Shiite Islam, who had also been a co-director of Professor Kelsay's dissertation. He had the opportunity to continue his study of Arabic for two summers in Jordan and to do dissertation research in Amman for a year on a Fulbright-Hays dissertation fellowship.
Gaiser's research focuses on the Ibadiyya, a non-Sunni and non-Shiite interpretation of Islam, whose contemporary adherents may be found today in Oman and parts of North and East Africa. His new book, Muslims, Scholars, Soldiers: The Origin and Elaboration of the Ibadi Imamate Traditions, published by Oxford University Press in 2010, traces the elaboration of Ibadi conceptions of leadership in the early and medieval periods. Gaiser's current research examines early Kharijite and Ibadi martyrdom narratives.
Recent travels have taken Gaiser to Oman, a major center for the study of Ibadi Islam, and to Barcelona, Spain, where he participated in the NEH's summer institute on "Cultural Hybridities: Christians, Muslims and Jews in the Medieval Mediterranean." While in Spain, he also had the opportunity to travel to Cordoba, Granada, and Seville, as well to the Basque Country, the family home of his wife, Professor Carolina Gonzalez of the FSU Department of Modern Languages.
Gaiser at the courtyard of the Alcázar of Seville, a royal palace in Seville, Spain. Amy Koehlinger is working on a book for Princeton University Press exploring the role that the sport of boxing played in the gender identities of American Catholic men. She was awarded sabbatical leave for spring 2012 to complete the book manuscript. In February 2011 she presented a paper on "The Goods, the Guts, and the Gab: Understanding Alternative Catholic Masculinity through Boxing" at a conference on "Sport History as U.S. Cultural History" in Tutzing, Germany. In March she will present an invited paper at a conference on secularization at the German Historical This past summer, as president of FSU GlobeMed, Stefani had the opportunity to spend several weeks in Orissa, India, to meet the staff of A.R.M. and learn more about their specific needs. According to Stefani, her Religion Department courses "have helped to shape how to view the world," and her work with Prof. Kathleen Erndl in particular made it easier for her to bond faster with her hosts. She reports that she "also emailed Dr. Erndl a couple of times when I was in India for advice on how to approach certain topics with the women without offending the men who were present. At night we would sit outside and talk with our hosts, often about religion. It was really helpful knowing some of the basics, and our hosts seemed to appreciate it too." After completing her BA in Religion, Stefani plans to pursue a second degree in dietetics and then go on to graduate work in nutrition and public health. I n addition to the ever increasing number of religion majors (currently at around 150), the reestablishment of the Religion Club two years ago is a clear sign of a hightened interest in the study of religion among FSU undergraduates. The goal of the student organization is to promote the study of religion at FSU by sponsoring films, lectures, and visits to area sites of interest. Under the leadership of Daniel Wise last Spring and Leah Wise this fall, the group organized a diverse program that included a film series with six screenings in the spring and three in the fall, a discussion of Paganism in the group's "Religion of the Month" series, and participation in a number of events of religious significance on campus and throughout the community.
John Corrigan has recently published
Information about Religion Club activities is quickly disseminated by its very active Facebook site. Find out more at http://religion. fsu.edu/undergraduate_religion_club.html. S tefani Mead, a senior religion major and Orlando native, is combining her interests in social action and the study of religion by writing a thesis with Prof. Aline Kalbian on the topic of social justice and public health. The thesis examines the religious themes present in some recent models of public health equity, focusing especially on Paul Farmer, a leader in public health, whose work is greatly influenced by Catholic Liberation Theology.
Stefani's interest in this topic grew out of her involvement with the FSU chapter of GlobeMed, a network of university students which partners with grassroots organizations around the world to improve the health of the impoverished. FSU GlobeMed raises Martin Kavka meets with his fall semester class, entitled "What is Religion?" The faculty voted this year to make this a required course for all religion majors. Nesius of the FSU Geography Department. As in past years, the entire department -staff, students, and faculty -provided support for the symposium. Special thanks are due to symposium director Jenny Collins-Elliott, a PhD student in Religions of Western Antiquity, the graduate student committees who worked so hard on all facets of the planning and execution of the event, Prof. Sarah Irving, faculty advisor, and the FSU Religion faculty members who responded to the papers.
Colloquium for Majors
The Tenth Annual Symposium on the theme, "Discourses of Ritual and Power," will take place February 18-20, 2011. Emily Clark, a PhD student in American Religious History, is the director and Prof. Jimmy Yu, the faculty advisor. Once again there will be participation from students from across the country with over forty papers scheduled to be given. This year's keynote speaker will be Professor HER students whose primary focus is the Christian tradition work closely with François Dupuigrenet Desroussilles, who specializes in medieval and early modern Christianity. One of the world's leading authorities on the history of the book, he served for seventeen years as the curator of rare books at the Bibliothèque Nationale and for five years as the director of the French national school for librarians. Dupuigrenet Desroussilles was recruited by FSU to be one of the senior figures in the interdisciplinary program in the History of Text Technologies (HoTT). His expertise in the study of a wide range of literary, historical, and philosophical texts from medieval and early modern Europe makes him an invaluable resource for the department and university. With Dupuigrenet Desroussilles' work on the book as a religious and cultural object in medieval and early modern Europe, Cuevas' internationally recognized expertise on the book in Tibet, and Yu's focus on the book in medieval China, FSU becomes a national leader in this area among religion departments in the United States.
The study of Christianity in the HER program provides another example of the close interaction between HER and the other graduate areas in the department. Students focusing on the Christian tradition do much of their work with faculty in ARH, REP, and RWA. At the same time, Dupuigrenet Desroussilles makes important contributions to other areas. His course on "The Bible in the Medieval World" provides an opportunity for RWA students to study the history of biblical interpretation, and his course on "The Soul and the Self" covers an area of interest to many students in REP.
In only its second year as a graduate field of study, it is already obvious that History and Ethnography of Religions has become a vibrant interdisciplinary program built on the strong foundation provided by the study of Asian Religions at FSU. Its six faculty have developed a program that not only offers broad and deep training for the twelve graduate students in the area, but that has also created an integral connection with each of the other three departmental fields of study.
For more information about all of our graduate programs, please visit the department website: http://religion.fsu.edu/graduate.html.
